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“Vulnerability, the susceptibility to harm,
results from an interaction between the
resources available to individuals and
communities and the life challenges they
face.

(Mechanic & Tanner, 2007)




Background

* The US has the highest rate of incarceration in the world.

* The concentration of incarcerated individuals is disproportionately
distributed.

* Millions of dollars are spent each year to incarcerate the residents of
single neighborhoods.

* These neighborhoods are typically home to a high density of
children.

* Shift from human- to automobile-scale design




2010 Census Data

Alachua County

Total population: 247,336

Below poverty level: 23.6%

Median household income: $40,644
Persons per household: 2.32
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Objective

* To identify areas of vulnerability in Alachua County using GIS
data based on three components:

1. Safety Environment
2. Financial
3. Socio-demographic
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Variables Influencing Child
and Adolescent Outcomes

Neighborhood Influence
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F1G.1.—Heuristic model of neighborhood, family, school, peer, and economic
opportunity influences on child and adolescent outcomes.

Figure from Brooks-Gunn et al., 1993




Safety Environment
Components

Selected Attributes: Safety Environment

* |ncarcerated and convicted

felons
* Domestic violence
* Child neglect and abuse
* Sex offenders

* Structural code violations




Financial Components

Household Income by Block Group

Selected Attributes:

* Household income of less

than $40,000.

* Student meal assistance

* Assisted housing




Socio-demographic
Components

Selected Attributes

* Densely populated areas with
highest concentration of
individuals under 18 years of
age

* High concentration of college
students
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Area 1 * Major Roadways
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Area 2 Major Roadways
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Area 3 * Major Roadways
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Area 4‘ Major Roadways
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“A major part of the population is vulnerable because of
location... places associated with underdeveloped or
deteriorating infrastructure; lack of employment
opportunities; inadequate medical, social, and educational
services; poor transportation and communication facilities;
high crime and victimization; and exposure to
environmentally adverse conditions.”

(Mechanic & Tanner, 2007)




Review of Results

* Incarceration and other factors can lead to low family income and
maternal hardship which can negatively affect children

* Community resources are around these areas, but they’re not being
utilized and access can be difficult for children (and adults) in
vulnerable neighborhoods

* Its about the ACCESSIBILITY not the AVAILABILITY




Advocacy

Build more libraries and other
community centers that are
not separated from
vulnerable areas by barriers

Increase bus routes and/or
create bus routes that go
directly to youth centers and
book stores

Increase anti-drug programs
Education outreach
Public funding and support
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